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SUBJECT: KRAG'S VIEWS ON HIS NEW MISSION 

1. 1 INVITED JENS OTTO KRAG TO LUNCH ON OCTOBER 30. WE 
HAD NOT MET BEFORE BUT I WAS, OF COURSE, FAMILIAR WITH 
HIS PROMINENT ROLE IN DANISH POLITICAL LIFE FOR THE LAST 
QUARTER CENTURY. HE TOLD ME THAT HE WAS VERY PLEASED 
WITH HIS FORTHCOMING ASSIGNMENT AS EC REPRESENTATIVE 

IN WASHINGTON. HE SAID THAT HE WILL PROCEED FROM BRUSSELS 
TO WASHINGTON IN MID NOVEMBER. AFTER A FEW DAYS. MOSTLY 
TO SETTLE STAFF AND HOUSING DETAILS, HE PLANS TO RETURN TO 
BRUSSELS FOR ADDITIONAL CONSULTATIONS. KRAG SAID THAT HE 
PLANS TO CALL ON THE SECRETARY AND ON OTHER PROMINENT 
OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH EC AFFAIRS "IF THEY WILL RECEIVE 
ME". I ASSURED HIM THAT HE NEED HAVE NO FEAR ON THAT SCORE. 

2. KRAF SAID, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION , THAT HE HAD 
NOT YET DECIDED WHETHER HE WOULD VISIT THE OTHER EIGHT 
CAPITALS. ANY SUCH VISITS WOULD PROBABLY BE MORE USEFUL 
AFTER HE HAD BEEN IN WASHINGTON SEVERAL MONTHS AND HAD 
A FEEL FOR THE SITUATION THERE. 
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3. 1 ASKED KRAG WHAT HE SAW AS THE MAIN PROBLEMS BE- 
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TWEEN THE US ANDTHE EC. LEAVING ASIDE THE QUESTION OF 
POLITICAL ORGANIZATION, HE REPLIED THAT HE THOUGHT THE TWO 
MAIOR PROBLEMS WERE THOSE OF THE NEW TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 
AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS. HE DID NOT GO INTO ANY DETAIL 
ABOUT HIS VIEWS ON EITHER OF THESE SUBJECTS. 

4. KRAG SAID THAT HE HOPED TO BE ABLE TO ENLARGE SOMEWHAT 
THE EC STAFF IN WASHINGTON. HE WANTED TO BE SURE THAT 
THERE WERE FUNCTIONAL EXPERTS ON THE VARIOUS FIELDS 
INVOLVED - TRADE, FINANCE, AGRICULTURE, ETC. ONE OF 

HIS MINOR CONCERNS, HE SAID, WAS THAT THERE WERE NO 
CRYPTOGRAPHIC ARRANGMENTS BETWEEN THE EC MISSION AND 
ITS HEADQUARTERS IN BRUSSELS, SO ALL MESSAGES HAVE TO 
BE SENT IN THE CLEAR. I TOLD HIM THAT IN HIS POSITION 
THIS WOULD BE ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS 
I WOULD TRY TO CORRECT* 

5. COMMENT: I FOUND KRAG LIKEABLE AND KEENLY INTER- 
ESTED IN EMBARKING ON HIS NEW ASSIGNMENT. ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS HE MENTIONED HIS WARM FEELINGS TOWARD THE 
UNITED STATES AND HOW MUCH HE WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO 
RENEWING OLD FRIENDSHIPS THERE. I THINK IT VERY IMPORTANT 
THAT HE BE RECEIVED AT AN APPROPRIATELY HIGH LEVEL. HIS 
PRESTIGE IS SUCH THAT HE CAN BE OF CONSIDERABLE ASSISTANCE 
IN PRESENTING OUR VIEWS BACK TO THE COMMISSION IN 
BRUSSELS. 
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